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Relatives sue animal refuge after tiger
attacks 4-year-old
Posted:  Friday, May 07, 1999

The Associated Press

HOUSTON (AP) - Relatives of a Harris County girl who was mauled by a tiger at a county fair
have sued an animal refuge in North Texas.

On behalf of Kelly Warner, the lawsuit was filed in a Houston state district court Tuesday by
her mother, Jennifer Warner.

The suit seeks unspecified damages for injuries to 4-year-old Kelly's leg as well as mental
anguish, while her mother and sister Meaghan seek damages for mental anguish caused by
witnessing the attack last year.

The victim and her sister were posing for a paid picture next to the tiger when the attack
occurred, according to papers filed with the suit.

"She (Kelly) and her mom thought she was going to die," the family's attorney, Howard
Singleton, told the Houston Chronicle on Wednesday. "The tiger was on her and all it had to
do is reach and bite her head and she's dead."

The Bridgeport Nature Center, named as defendant, houses 65 wild cats including tigers, lions,
leopards and cougars. The suit said the attack occurred at an unnamed county fair, where the
center had an exhibit.
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